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Cancer Prayer Support Group Changes 
 

The Cancer Prayer Support Group will now only 

meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month.  The next 

meeting will be held Tuesday, Feb 7, from 2-3 pm 

at Darrow Road Wesleyan Church, 4020 S. Darrow 

Road, Superior, WI.  Current cancer patients, those 

in remission, and their caregivers are encouraged to 

attend.  This faith-filled meeting is open to all 

members of the surrounding community, regardless 

of church affiliation.  Any questions, call 715 399-

8885. 

Menôs Fraternity 
 

Menôs Fraternity will be meeting on Feb-

ruary 11 and 25 at 7 am in February. Our 

new study is Soul Shift, the measure of a 

life transformed. We want to be different, 

but we don't want to change. Our attempts at spiritu-

al formation and growth are consistently sabotaged 

by our surface efforts that never quite get to the root 

of the problem. We think we know what we're sup-

posed to do, but we're not quite sure who we're sup-

posed to be on the other side of transformation. 

 In SoulShift, Steve DeNeff and David Drury 

offer an approach to spiritual transformation that fo-

cuses less on measuring how much time we are 

spending on spiritual inputs--such as Bible study and 

prayer--and more on measuring who we are becom-

ing in Christ. 

 Christians at any stage of life will experience 

a fresh beginning in following Jesus. You will learn 

about seven key transformational shifts that occur in 

the minds, hearts, and behaviors of every true fol-

lower of Christ.  

 All men are welcome, Start your Saturday 

with fellowship, breakfast and discussion.  

Blakes are Coming to Town 
 

Mark your calendar! Missionaries Matt and Crystal 

Blake and children Josh, Abby, and Jakob will be 

with us the weekend of February 18-19, 2012. The 

Blake family partner with national leaders in Eu-

rope to see people brought to a saving grace in Je-

sus Christ. They will be sharing in the Sunday wor-

ship service and following the service we will have 

a potluck meal. This will be a wonderful opportuni-

ty for you to meet the missionaries that represent us 

in Europe. 

Weather Cancellations  

If events at the church are cancelled due to 

weather, it will be posted on the church website  

http://darrowroad.org, Facebook, emailed to 

those whose email we have, and on the KDNW 

radio station.  

Attention Quilters!  
 

The Quilters meet every 3rd Tues-

day of the month. Our next meeting 

is February 21. We make quilts for 

those in need. Everyone is welcome 

to join us. For more information contact Judy 

Pearson at 715-399-8262 
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Holmes Spun Thoughts 

Cogito ergo sum inconditus!  

 There is an old story of a man who visited Michelangelo while the famous artist was feverishly chisel-

ing away at a block of stone.  When asked what he was doing, Michelangelo responded that he was freeing an 

angel trapped inside the marble. Apparently, Michelangeloôs approach was to chip away everything that did 

not look like an angel until only the angel was left. 
 

 One does not have to be an artist to apply Michelangeloôs method.  There are many who attempt the 

same in their quest for Christ-likeness.  They begin by addressing everything about their life that is not Christ-

like, and attempt to remove it, in the hope that when they succeed in removing all that is wrong, they will end 

up with only what is right.  In short, Christ-likeness is the result of removing everything that is not like Christ.  
 

 However, the end result is never achieved for two reasons: 

1. Try as we like we will never succeed at removing all that is wrong about us.  We lack both the abil-

ity and insight to pull it off. 

2. The approach assumes that we already possess the nature of Christ, it is simply held back by our 

uglier side.  But scripture teaches us we are basically flawed, not basically perfect.  To chip away 

all of the flawed and errant portions of our soul would result in nothing being left. 
 

 Where Michelangeloôs approach is flawed is his marble statue at best, only reflects a depiction, not the 

essence of an angel.  In the end the statue is only stone, so he can leave behind what may look angelic, but will 

never be angelic. 
 

 Godôs call to Christ-likeness is not about appearance, but nature.  He does not want us to look like Je-

sus, but to become like Jesus.  To do this we need more than an outward likeness, we need an inward change; 

something we cannot achieve by ourselves. 
 

 The Michelangelo method of discipleship develops legalism.  We emphasize what we are not instead of 

what we should be. Our religion is a list of dos and donôts that we believe will transform us.  It may influence 

our behavior, but not our inner drives and attitudes. 
 

 Christianity is not about what we turn away from to follow Jesus, but what we turn toward.  By em-

bracing God and allowing Him to do His work within us, we are transformed inwardly, resulting in a true 

Christ-like nature outwardly.  Those who experience this realize that Christianity is a relationship with God, 

not a legal observance of doôs and donôts. 
 

 So what are you doing toward Christ-likeness?  It is not about laying down your hammer and chisel, it 

is deciding who wields it.  In our hands, we will only succeed in making a rough-hewed image, but in the 

hands of God, our natures are transformed in the very likeness of Christ. 
 

Pastor Mark 
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Youth News 

February 2012 

 

Retreat!! Thatôs not a word that has been heard in the youth ministry for quite a number of years at Darrow 

Road. But that is exactly what several adults and students will be doing March 22-23. Some of the youth and 

adults will be traveling a couple hours away to a retreat center where we will play games, hang out together, 

have fun, do some hiking (weather permitting of course), eat some fantastic food and study Godôs Word. 

 

Retreats are vital for the spiritual life, not just for teenagers but for adults as well. A time away from comput-

ers, cell phones and the general busyness of life to get away and focus on relationships is important. Relation-

ship with God is of most importance but also relationships with other Christians who are different stages of 

growing in God. The students going are excited; Iôm excited, Patty Silvernale I think is excited (she seems a 

bit nervous but you can ask her about that). 

 

Pray for the youth retreat over the coming month. Pray that God would show himself to the adults and stu-

dents. Pray for relationships that will form and strengthen. Pray for safe travel. Pray for an opportunity for 

you to go on a retreat this year; a time to get away from your regular everyday life. Retreat is not vacation but 

an intentional time set aside to meet with God. Thatôs what our hope is, what about you? Do you need to re-

treat to God? 

Looking to start a new 

Ministry? 

Attend the Creative  

Ministry Festival 

 

March 9-10, 2012 

Coon Rapids  

United Methodist Church 

10506 Hanson Blvd NW 

Coon Rapids, MN 55433 

 

Learn many different puppetry techniques, watch pup-

pet masters square off in competition. To register and 

more information : 

http://onewaystreet.commercev3.com/product/mn1/

Save the Dates! 

 

Kids camp will be June 11-15 , 2012 

Youth Camp will be June 24-29, 2012 

 

If you have never been to camp, think about go-

ing this year. You will meet new friends, enjoy 

crafts, nature, water, and strengthen your faith 

through worship,, 

campfire songs and 

Bible study.  More 

information will be 

available soon.  

http://onewaystreet.commercev3.com/product/mn1/spring
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News from the Javners  

Thank you all so much for keeping our family in prayer.  We want to take some time now to update you all on 

some of the requests that we have sent to you over the past few weeks. 
 

Land Purchase: We had found suitable parcels in the town nearby but as that door is now closed we are 

praying about actually purchasing property here in the town that we live.  One parcel of property is around 

$600 to $1,000!!  Continue to keep this in prayer!  
 

Sahara's Friend:  The woman whose husband beat her is still in need of our prayers.  Her husband actually 

admitted to Sahara the other day what he does for work!  There was no shame in it at all.  He said it was a 

quick way to make money so that he didn't have to work hard!  Wow!  Please continue to pray for this family 

and for us as we seek the wisdom of God in what our involvement should be! 
 

New Urgent Prayer Need:  Recently a woman and her twin babies came to our house.  This woman had 

gone to the local clinic because her children were very sick.  The doctor there took one look at them and then 

told her that they needed immediate attention.  This woman has no resources whatsoever to help her chil-

dren.  The doctor told her to come to us to see if we would be able to help her.  Her twin boys are three and a 

half months old.  They are named Seck and Kebar.   
 

It was heart stopping to see them.  The smallest one, Kebar, was literally on his last breath.  He cannot weigh 

more than 6 lbs.  His breathing was extremely rapid and his skin was leathery and he had the look of a very 

old man.  Needless to say Thursday was a long day for us.  The woman is the second wife of a man who is 

about 65 years old.  This woman cannot be anymore than 27 years old.  They rarely know their exact 

age.  What she does know, is that she was given to her husband before she had even gone through puber-

ty.  She has been pregnant 14 times and only 9 of these children are living, including the twin boys.  It is an 

extreme situation.  We immediately began rehydration treatments.  Thankfully Sahara had brought back two 

bottles with her this time.  Bottles here are $5 a piece!  The woman did not have the ability to breastfeed her 

children.   
 

We are so thankful for everyone's prayers for the twin baby boys who are in critical condition.  We want to 

update everyone on their condition.  Chris has made two more trips to the hospital where Kebar is being 

treated.  The doctor there is extremely thankful for all the help that we are able to give.  He is also very re-

spectful.  They are doing everything that they can for this little baby.   
 

The other twin, Seck, had been at our house until yesterday.  We had been caring for him for a week.  He is 

regaining his strength and is getting very active!  He is adorable and his little face is so full of expression... we 

never tire of holding him and praying for his young life.  One of the hardest things we have done yet was to 

watch him leave yesterday on a donkey cart not knowing exactly what kind of continued care he would be re-

ceiving.  We will definitely be making trips to visit him at his home!  
 

Please continue to pray: 

... that the mother will be able to learn how to care for them once they are back in the village. 

... for God's will to be accomplished in their little lives.  

... for the continued financial resources to help these two little ones. 

... that we will always be mindful of the hand of God in our lives!  
 

Many blessings... 

Chris and Kathy 

Christopher, Sahara and Katahdin  

Legacy International  
PO Box 2676  
Lebanon OR 97355  



 

 

Darrow Road Wesleyan Church  

4020 South Darrow Road  

Superior, WI 54880  

Phone: 715.394.4401 

Fax: 715.398.0998 

E-mail: darrowroad@darrowroad.org 

 

Need to get in touch with us? 

 

Senior Pastor: Mark Holmes 

pastormark@darrowroad.org 

 

Youth Pastor: Jason Rhoads  

jasonr@lillypadz.com 
 

Compassion Ministries: 

James McCusker  

compassion@darrowroad.org  
 

Church Secretary: Vicki Garro 

secretary@darrowroad.org 
 

SS Supt:  Pam Hanson 

sundayschool@darrowroad.org 
 

FaithWeavers:  Sue Sanda 

Faithweavers@darrowroad.org 
 

Missions: Patty Silvernale 

missions@darrowroad.org 
 

Trustee:  Randy Martin 

trustees@darrowroad.org 
 

Treasurer:  Sara Briggs 

Sara_briggs@Transcanada.com 
 

Youth: Pastor Jason or Patty Silvernale 

youth@darrowroad.org 
 

Prayer Chain: Sharron McCusker 

prayerchain@darrowroad.org 

The mission of  

Darrow Road  
Wesleyan Church is to 

Glorify God By Building 

His Kingdom  

 

Through Worship,  

Outreach, Nurture and 

Compassion  
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Donôt forget Darrow Road Wesleyan Church is now on  

Facebook!  Simply search for us, then 

ñlikeò our page to keep updated on all 

the latest news from Darrow Road. Be 

sure to invite others by sharing your 

ministries on Facebook. 

Wednesday Evening Small Group 

 

The Wednesday evening small group has recently started 

a study of 1 Thessalonians led by Pastor Mark. If you 

have always wanted to explore your faith by delving 

deeper into the Bible, this group is for you. This group 

meets at 6:30 pm on Wednesday evenings. All are wel-

come. 
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Blakes are Coming to Town 

Mark your calendar!  Missionaries Matt and Crystal 

Blake and children Josh, Abby, and Jakob will be 

with us the weekend of February 18-19, 2012.  

They will be sharing in the Sunday School class, 

Sunday worship service and following the service 

we will have a potluck meal.  This will be a won-

derful opportunity for you to meet the missionaries 

that represent us in Europe. 

In 2001 Matthew and Crystal Blake were appointed 

as long-term missionaries to Europe. God has 

called Matt to be a minister of the gospel and has 

given him a heart to see national church leaders 

trained to lead their churches. Godôs call was confirmed through Mattôs experiences as a MK in Germany and 

his work in Russia and the Czech Republic.  

When Crystal (Bailey) asked God to give her direction for her life, He answered her clearly, ñMISSIONS.ò 

She has been on several mission trips within North America and to Poland and the Czech Republic. Her desire 

is to ñwalk beside people and help them see Jesus, so they can have a personal relationship with Him.ò 

Graduating from Indiana Wesleyan University, Matt earned a B.S. degree in Christian ministries and Crystal 

earned a B.A. degree in English education. Matt also has an M.Div. degree from George Fox Evangelical 

Seminary. God has given Matt and Crystal a passion for what He is doing around the world, and they go not 

as ñexpert Americans,ò but as those who desire to minister Godôs transforming grace. 

Matt and Crystal have three children, Joshua (ô00), Abigail (ô02), and Jakob (ô05). 

ñAnd God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, 

you will abound in every good workò (2 Corinthians 9:8 NIV). 

Senior Plus 
 

Senior Plus meets the first Thursday of the month from September through May with a free-will lunch at 

noon. It is designed for both men and women, 55 and better, with a goal of providing relevant information for 

seniors and/or entertainment, plus a good time to connect with friends.  

Put these upcoming dates on your calendar: 

�x�� Feb. 2nd ï Colleen Morgan from The Lighthouse of Superior 

�x�� March 1st ï Music by The Duals  

�x�� April 5th ï A pharmacist to discuss medications  

Please sign the sheet at Information Center, or call the church office 715-394-4401 if you plan to attend, so 

weôll know how many tables to set up.  


